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naires' uniforms with straw. These dummies were placed on
the parapets and stationed at strategic places. From a dis-
tance these insensible and immobile sentries appeared to the
enemy to be Legionnaires at their posts of duty. They were
the defenders that Franco had contrived in order to safe-
guard his soldiers from the risks of the departure.
At midnight on the i yth he gave the order to quit Xauen.
The companies left silently in formation. Thus Franco
abandoned the city with the last Legionnaires without firing
a shot.
At dawn, the Moors who crowded the tops of the hills
along the road harassed the Legionnaires until their arrival
in Dar A Kobba. The Commander of the Legion maintained
.his poise and serenity, which were his characteristics even in
that atmosphere of sorrow, for a piece of work that had cost
immense sacrifices was crumbling to naught.
"With what sorrow have I said good-bye to Xauen!" he
said to his companions.
How difficult it must have been for a warrior to maintain
that cool and unchangeable tranquillity in those torturing
hours, when he went forth into the field of battle not to
gather laurels but to shatter them, not to extend his con-
quests but to reduce territory won through so much effort.
But Franco fought with the same daring and the same faith
as in days of glory, for it is in adversity that the temper of
souls is proved.
On the following day the second stage of the retreat, from
Dar A Kobba to Cheruta, was carried out under the protec-
tion of the Legionnaires, who occupied the heights on both
flanks. By three o'clock in the afternoon all the troops of
Castro Girona's column were entering Cheruta. They en-
camped there. During the night there was a torrential down-
pour of rain. Nevertheless, the retreat was continued, and on
the following' day Castro Girona's column reached Zoco de